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         Land and water!

    The southwest region covers a lot of land but the 
Southwest region has lowest amount of states in any other 
region. In the Southwest region there are only 4 states but 
those states are very very large. The Southwest region 
extends from the Gulf Of Mexico. It goes through the 
Colorado river in Arizona. Mexico borders the Southwest 
region.!
    The Sonoran Desert and the Chihuahua Desert make 
up a lot of Southwest region. The Sonoran desert has very 
large plains and mountains. The branches along the 
Colorado river run through it, so many trees, cacti and 
shrubs find enough water to grow there. The pretty  

�  flower cacti and yucca 
make the sand desert feel like a beautiful garden. The 
Chihuahua Desert is the hugest desert the United States 
of America. This desert is 800 miles long and 250 miles 
wide!  The Chihuahua desert is in Mexico. In the United 



States, it stretches into some parts of New Mexico, Texas 
a southeastern Arizona.!

The southwest has flat plains, they also have beautiful 
views of canyons and plateaus. The ! !       !
Central plains of southwest region are the lowest 
plains. This plans fertile soil stretches all the way to 
Central Oklahoma. The Central plains are owned by 
many ranches and farms. Farther west the plateaus 
rise above the ground. This plateau is called the 
Colorado Plateau. A plateau is a type f landform, a 
plateau is a land that rises above the ground. The 
plateau covers most of New Mexico and Arizona. The 
Colorado Plateau is pretty well level, but a lot of deep 
canyons cross over it. The most famous canyon is the 
Grand Canyon. Basically a canyon is a has steep 
sides and is very deep.!
!
!
The Grand Canyon runs through 217 miles of Arizona. 
The deepest point of the 
Grand Canyon is a mile 
deep and a 18 miles wide. 
A river runs through the 
Grand Canyon and is 
wearing away the walls. 
The Grand Canon is so 
deep that the weather is 
different on the to and on 
the bottom. The bottom 



layers of the Grand Canyon are over a million years 
old, the top layers are the new sand and rock that had 
fallen on top of each other. The Grand Canyon is so 
deep since, all of the erosions that it had. !
!
!
The Colorado River travels West and South. This river 
can run through some of the driest places of the 
country. This river crosses through Mexico and into 
the Gulf of California. Other rivers lead into the 
Colorado river. The Colorado river runs 1,470 miles. 
When this happens it is called tributary. The Colorado 
river is redish- brown because when the other rivers 
joined the Colorado River the bright with them water 
and soil, this is called slit.!
!
!
The Hoover Dam protects floods that go into the 

Colorado river. This dam is famous for its 
manufactured structure. The lake behind 
the Hoover Dam is called Lake Mead this 
lake provides water for the people in the 
southwest region. When water is stored it 
is called a reservoir.  The Hoover Dam 
was built more than 60 years ago.!
!

!
The Rio Grande River starts at the Rocky Mountains 
in Colorado. This River is 1,885 miles long!



!
!

Products and Natural Resources!
  !
   There are a lot of sheep and cattle in the Southwest. 
The Southwest region is in the lead for raising sheep 
and cattle. The beef is provided to all of the United 
States, and some is sold to different nations like 
Japan.!
    The deserts there are full of 
valuable minerals, for example 
gold, iron, and copper are found in 
the Colorado River basin. New 
Mexico is known for its shiny and 
glittery like silver mines. Arizona 
produces a lot of copper. It 
produces about 2-3 of the copper 
that is mined in the United States!!
     !
     The Southwest is full of natural resources. The 
most important is oil. They also have Coal, uranium,  
and natural gas that are found in the Southwest. Oil is 
so important that it has the nickname black gold. 
Crude oil is the oil that comes from the ground. It is 
then taken to a refinery, where it is turned into plastic, 
crayons, and medicines, as well as gas and oil. A 
refinery is a huge factory that employs many workers 
and runs 24 hours a day, 365 days a week.!
!



      There is one huge problem that the Southwest 
has. The Southwest has very 
little water supply. There are 
things called Aqueducts. 
Aqueducts are huge pipes that 
move water a long way. The 
Colorado river is a big help to the 
Southwest, the river has drinking 

water for 25 million people. !
!

Landmarks!
   There is a popular landmark in the Southwest. Can  
you guess what it is? It's the Grand Canyon. So many 
people visit the Grand Canyon each year. Lots of 
tourists adore hiking, riding mules on trails, rafting on 
the Colorado river, and just looking at stupendous  
sights. !
      There is a National Park in New Mexico. The park 
is called Carlsbad Caverns National Park. Carlsbad 
Caverns is a attraction to 
tourists. There is a lot of caves 
and caverns there. There is 
over 85 caves and caverns 
that make up Carlsbad 
Caverns. There is a legend 
about that park. It is about a 
cowboy named Jim White. Jim White one night saw a 
feather of smoke going way up into the sky. That 
smoke was actually just bats. There is over 1,000 bats 



that live in the caves. There giant rock formations that 
are called stalagmites. Those stalagmites decorate 
rooms in a bunch of caves. There is a hall in those 
caves and its called the Hall of Giants. The Hall of 
Giants is as big as 14 football fields! There is also 
another cavern called Green Lake Room. Green Lake 
Room has a dark green pool in a corner of the room. 
Then there's The King's Palace. There is a rock huge 
formation there that looks like a palace. The castle is 
in the center of the room. Finally there's The Lake of 
the Clouds. The Lake of the Clouds is a rounded pool 
with cloud-like stones in it. !
      There is a space center in Houtson, Texas called 
Johnson Space Center. Johnson Space Center trains 
astronauts from the United States and international 
allies. All of our astronauts train in the Johnson Space 
Center. The Mission Control Center manages all 
action on board the space shuttle and directs the 
space shuttle missions.!
     Can you guess what kind of wood is in the 
Petrified Forest? It's petrified wood. Walking into the 
Petrified forest is like walking into a desert. The 
Petrified Forest only has remains of fossilized wood of 
prehistoric trees. A long time ago, like over 1 million 
years ago those trees died and got covered in mud 
and volcanic ash. The minerals in the mud replaced 
the the trees living organisms. The minerals made the 
tree turn to stone. Lots of the Petrified Forest is still 
underneath the sand. Only some little parts have 



been revealed. The reason some of these pieces 
have been revealed is because of erosion. The 
petrified wood found in this region is mostly quartz.!
!

       Culture!
  There once was parts of the Southwest that actually  
belonged to Spain and Mexico. The people from 

Spain sent priests to teach 
Native Americans their 
Christian religion. In 1845, the 
state known as Texas decided 
to separate from Mexico to join 
the United States. There was a 
war between the United States 
and Mexico because of what 
Texas wanted to do. Therefore 
you will still see many Spanish 
influences in this region. From 

food like tortillas, peppers, and tamales to festivals 
and even language.  !
!
!
!
!
!
!
!

!
!



 


